Annie Fellows Johnston’s
“Little Colonel” Series

What Was Real?

(&3

0 lista gratification to know that the various characters have become
so endeared to their readers that they count them as warm personal
friends. To be sure, it often becomes annoying when a letter contains
Six or seven pages of closehtten questions...Theariters do not

seem to realize that many of the characters and incidents are purely
imaginary, but insist on having their curiosity satisfied, just as if the
happenings were in real lifed Annie Fellows Johnston, Chapter 8,
oLand of the Little Colonelod




What Was Real?

EVee rVals g ey
real, but like most authors, Annie
Fellows Johnston drew on her life
experiences. Many of the characters
and locations in her stories were
Inspired by real people and real
places.




How Anni e Met t he

w She married a widower, the Rev. William Levi
Johnston, who had three children, Mary, Rena and
John. The family lived in Evansville, Indiana.
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Hallie Eaves Johnston, was ill, the children were sent
to Pewee Valley to live with their Aunt Rena (Eaves)
a-nd-—Eenecl-e A l=ber - W Bur ge.
marriage to Annie Fellows Johnston, they continued
to spend summers with their aunt and uncle in

Pewee Valley.



How Anni e Met t he

w Like his first wife, Hallie , William died of
tuberculosis in 1892, leaving Annie financially
responsible for his three children.

w Annie visited Pewee Valley herself in 1895 and
stayed with the Burges. By that time, she was writing
to support herself and her stepchildren.

w In her autobiography, she described her first meeting
with the people who inspired the first book in the
Little Colonel series and made her one of the most
popular juvenile fiction authors of her era.



Erom ol and of t he

0 A | dhrs gtreet one summer morning, nearly thirty years ago, came
stepping an old Confederate Colonel. Every one greeted him deferentially. He
was always pointed out to new comers. Some people called attention to him
because he had given his right arm to the lost cause, some because they
thought he resembled Napoleon, and others because they had some amusing
tale to tell of his eccentricities. He was always clad in white duck in the
summer, and was wrapped in a picturesque military cape in the winter.

Thismorning a child of delicate flowgke beauty walked beside him. She was
pushing a doll buggy in which rode a parrot that had lost some of its tail
feathers, and at her heels trailed a ScatahSkye terrier.

0 S hher geandfather all over again@marked a lady in one of the carriages,
Ot e m(prcéyrmanners Imperious ways and all. | call her "The Little
Colonel.' There's a good title for you, Cousin Anne. Put her in a.b@ok



The Characters

Al t hough Annie Fell ows Bewdeandt @rs U
e mesde-tes: e h-alatl s 9 - hre
families supplied many of the main characters in the novels:

wThe Welssingers
wThe Muirs
wThe Craigs



The Welssingers

George Washington Weissinger &

Amanthus Bullitt

Sallie
(1834-1856)

George Washington, Jr.
(Dec. 11, 1836Feb. 24, 1908
Blanche
(abt. 18401887)

Harry
(Nov. 25, 1842 - May 9, 1915)




George Welssinger, Jr.

George Washington Weissinger , Jr. &

Amelia Neville Pearce
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Ann Amelia

(1837Oct. 19, 1870)
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George Weissinger, Jr.
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Ann Amelia Weissinger

Ann Amelia Weissinger & John Hoadley Cochran

| Harri et ofr oHat-tiI eo

(Nov. 24, 189G6Jan. 2, 1975
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Ann Amelia Weissinger




The Characters

George Washington Weissinger, Jr.

O 3 Z’ N

InspiratiOdI:IoIdnabr EH N e I al Wi

e f e
portrait ofAmanthusa ntdmatt hleraung at Loc



The Characters

Anne AmeliaWeissingelCochran & JohidoadleyCochran
I nsplirations for t heShermand | &



The Characters

Inspiration for the Little Colonel Lloyd Sherman



Hattie Cochran




Cochran
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Blanche Welssinger

Married Captain Thomas Floyd Smith on January 21, 1858

Smith family moved from Missouri to Beechmorein
Pewee Valley after the Civil War

After Ann Amelia We I s s | magherrdieéds she lived
with her aunt and uncle at Beechmorefor a time

Blanche was the inspiration for Great-Aunt Sally Tyler in
e - E st ol bt e =—Coltohecl o
Cochranéauent)gr eat
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the advertising man behind the Little Colonel game



Blanche Welssinger

WeCaspta - hremars - Bl -oy=d —Smi= i
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Civil War fighting for the Lost Cause.




The Muirs

Judge Peter B. Muir & Margaret

Sophronia Rizer

Isabella Muir Weissinger
(18461920

William Rizer Muir
(May 6, 1848April 7, 1849)

Charles Nourse Muir
(Feb. 8, 185€Feb. 5, 1881)




The Muirs

Judge Peter B. Muir & Margaret

Sophronia Rizer

Elizabeth Rizer Muir
(Sept. 20, 1854Sept. 15, 1853)

Thomas Riley
(b. ca. 1853)

Eleanora McRoberts Muir
(July 7, 1855- Sept. 4, 1860)




The Muirs

Judge Peter B. Muir & Margaret

Sophronia Rizer

Sidney Smith Muir
(Oct. 10, 1857May 13, 1917)

Shelby Spencer Muir
(March 3, 1866GMay 10, 1862),

Lillian Muir Semple
(March 16, 1862April 4, 1921)




The Muirs

Judge Peter B. Muir & Margaret

Sophronia Rizer

Upton W. Muir
(Dec. 20, 1863July 20, 1904);

Nellie Muir Smith
(b. ca. 1864)

Sophronia Muir Penick
(b. ca. 1869)




The Muirs

Sidney Smith Muir & Sarah Lloyd

Burge
| Anna Burge Muir Humphrey

(b. ca. 1890 April 5, 1934)




The Muirs

Lilllan Muir & Alexander Latimer
Semple

| Muir Semple

(June 4, 1886 Feb. 18, 1952)




The Characters

Judge Peter B. Muir
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asPhronie(short forSephroniathe real wife of Peter B. Muir)



The Characters

Anna Burge Muir Humphrey
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of Judgévoore and real life first cousin bifallie Louise Burge Jacob.



The Characters

Muir Semple

nsp.i Teatlon 00 Do60 Moor e, 0
who married the Little Colonel in the stories, and real life first
cousin of Anna Burge Muir Humphrey.
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The Craigs

Annie McCown & Aleck Cralg

Mary Craig Lawton
(March 31,18550 Jan. 5, 1934)

Aleck Craig
(Nov. 21, 18560 Dec. 25, 1923)

Alice Craig Peay
(April 19, 1860-Dec. 13, 1881)

Fanny Craig
(Feb. 9, 1859 March 14, 1933)




The Craigs

Annie McCown & Aleck Cralg

Burr Harrison McCown Craig
(Nov. 15, 18630 Nov. 1, 1929)

Louise Craig Culbertson
(Oct. 26, 18653 Sept. 10, 1938)

Merton Cralg
(18697?)




The Craigs

Mary Craig & Henry Ware Lawton

Manley Lawton
(July 29, 1887- Jan 11, 1960)

Frances Lawton Gayhart
(Jan.28, 1889March 18, 1945)

Katherine Lawton
(18900ct. 3, 1921)

Elise Lawton Bagby
(June 21,1892Nov. 11, 1961)




The Craigs

Louise Craig & Samuel A. Culbertson

William Stuart Culbertson
(August 28, 1887 -1935)

Alexander Craig Culbertson
(April 18, 1890-1973)




The Characters

HAYES, CRAG & €6,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS
IN

2ATS, CARPS, &
STRAW GOODS, FURS, &.

485 Main Street.

»

Inspiration for GrandmotheMcintrye, mistress of Edgewood



The Characters

Fannie Craig

Inspiration for schoolteacher, Miss Allison
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Fannie Craig




The Characters

Mary Craig and General Henry Ware Lawton

Inspirations for the Walton family



The Characters

Manley Lawton

InsplEstion focRanalaWasl= = otn=— ailslite T T e =G
fiction



The Characters

The Lawton Glrls

Insplratlons for Alllson Kltty and Ellse Walton



e Lawtons

KITTY WALTON KATIE MALLARD

THE LITTLE COLONEL MISS ALLISON ALLISON WALTON ELISE WALTON

RANALD WALTON /?’ﬂ _“/’/‘ P



The Characters

Louise Craig & Samuel Culbertson

Inspirations for Uncle Sidney and Aunt Elise



The Characters

Willlam & Alexander Culbertson
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Inspirationsf oE e OUrwme Linclo o
Keithand MalcolmMcintrye



The Culbertson Boys

WILLIAM CULBERTSON—THE ELDER OF THE
LITTLE KNIGHTS.



The Little Colonel Game
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The Little Colonel Game

w Produced by Selchow & Righter

w Developed in conjunction with the 1935 FOX studio
Fel-ease-—of ofFhe Eitt] e Collls
Temple

w Drawn by Karl J. Smith, who grew up in Pewee
Valley and was a first cousin of Hattie Cochran,
Inspiration for the first book in Annie Fellows
JohThs e hes 2o il Bl o €0 o calls



Landmarks on the Game

Railroad Station




Landmarks on the Game

Clovercroft

Eest i o o AL - @] Photogkrapher Kat hel




Landmarks on the Game

Home of the Little Colonel

Fictional Home of Lloyd Sherman, the Little Colonel Character




Landmarks on the Game

Lloydsboro Seminary
Fictional Boarding School Attended by the Little Colonel




Landmarks on the Game

Fictional Home of Gay Melville




andmarks on the Game

Home of George Madden Martin
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Landmarks on the Game

Stumptown Baptist Church

One of Two AfricarAmerican Churches in the Stories and
Where the Little Colonel Attended the Africamerican Wedding




Landmarks on the Game

Oaklea

Fictional Home of Th®oores




Landmarks on the Game

Villa Ridge Inn
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Landmarks on the Game

Presbyterian Church

Fictional Church Attended by the Little Colonel and Where She Married Rob Moore




Landmarks on the Game

Post Office




Landmarks on the Game

Wayside

N ot Par t o f the oLl &t e C ol
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Landmarks on the Game

The Gables

Fictional Cottage Where thWWaltonsLived When The Beeches was Being Built
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Landmarks on the Game

The Beeches

Fictional Home of the Walton Family



