
òIt is a gratification to know that the various characters have become 
so endeared to their readers that they count them as warm personal 
friends. To be sure, it often becomes annoying when a letter contains 
six or seven pages of closely written questions...The writers do not 
seem to realize that many of the characters and incidents are purely 
imaginary, but insist on having their curiosity satisfied, just as if the 
happenings were in real life.ó ð Annie Fellows Johnston, Chapter 8, 
òLand of the Little Coloneló 



t 

What Was Real? 

Everything in the stories wasnõt  

real, but like most authors, Annie  

Fellows Johnston drew on her life 

experiences. Many of the characters  

and locations in her stories were  

inspired by real people and real  

places. 

 



t 
wShe married a widower, the Rev. William Levi   

Johnston, who had three children, Mary, Rena and 
John. The family lived in Evansville, Indiana.  

wDuring the final years the Rev. Johnstonõs first wife, 
Hallie  Eaves Johnston, was ill, the children were sent 
to Pewee Valley to live with their Aunt Rena (Eaves) 
and Uncle Albert W.  Burge. After their fatherõs 
marriage to Annie Fellows Johnston, they continued 
to spend summers with their aunt and uncle in 
Pewee Valley. 

 

How Annie Met the òLittle Coloneló 
 



t 
w  Like his first wife, Hallie , William died of 

tuberculosis in 1892, leaving Annie financially 
responsible for his three children. 

wAnnie visited Pewee Valley herself in 1895 and 
stayed with the Burges. By that time, she was writing 
to support herself and her stepchildren.  

w In her autobiography, she described her first meeting 
with the people who inspired the first book in the 
Little Colonel series and made her one of the most 
popular juvenile fiction authors of her era.  

 

How Annie Met the òLittle Coloneló 
 



t 
òAlong this street one summer morning, nearly thirty years ago, came 
stepping an old Confederate Colonel. Every one greeted him deferentially. He 
was always pointed out to new comers. Some people called attention to him 
because he had given his right arm to the lost cause, some because they 
thought he resembled Napoleon, and others because they had some amusing 
tale to tell of his eccentricities. He was always clad in white duck in the 
summer, and was wrapped in a picturesque military cape in the winter. 

 
This morning a child of delicate flower-like beauty walked beside him. She was 
pushing a doll buggy in which rode a parrot that had lost some of its tail 
feathers, and at her heels trailed a Scotch-and-Skye terrier. 
 
ôShe's her grandfather all over again,õ remarked a lady in one of the carriages, 
ôtemper, lordly manners, imperious ways and all. I call her 'The Little 
Colonel.' There's a good title for you, Cousin Anne. Put her in a book.õ" 
 
 

From òLand of the Little Coloneló 
 



t 
Although Annie Fellows Johnston used many real òPeweeansó as 
the models for characters in the òLittle Coloneló stories, three 
families supplied many of the main characters in the novels:  

 

wThe Weissingers 

wThe Muirs  

wThe Craigs  
 

The Characters 



t 

George Washington Weissinger & 
Amanthus  Bullitt  

Sallie  

(1834-1856) 

George Washington, Jr. 

(Dec. 11, 1836-Feb. 24, 1903)  

Blanche 

 (abt. 1840-1887) 

Harry  

(Nov. 25, 1842  - May 9, 1915) 

The Weissingers 



t 

George Washington Weissinger , Jr. & 
Amelia Neville Pearce 

Ann Amelia  

(1837-Oct. 19, 1870) 

George Weissinger, Jr. 



t 

George Weissinger, Jr. 



t 

Ann Amelia Weissinger & John Hoadley  Cochran 

Harriet or òHattieó 

(Nov. 24, 1890-Jan. 2, 1975 

Ann Amelia Weissinger  



t 

Ann Amelia Weissinger  



t 
George Washington Weissinger, Jr. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Inspiration for òThe Old Coloneló and his late wifeõs portrait was the 
portrait of òGrandmother Amanthusó that hung at Locust in the stories 

 

The Characters 



t 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Amelia Weissinger Cochran & John Hoadley Cochran 

Inspirations for the Little Colonelõs Parents, The Shermans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Characters 



t 

Hattie Cochran Dick  

 

 

 

 

 
Inspiration for the Little Colonel Lloyd Sherman 

The Characters 



t 

Hattie Cochran 



t 

Hattie Cochran 



t 
w Married Captain Thomas Floyd Smith on January 21, 1858  

w Smith family moved from Missouri to Beechmore in 
Pewee Valley after the Civil War  

w After Ann Amelia Weissingerõs mother died, she lived 
with her aunt and uncle at Beechmore for a time 

w Blanche was the inspiration for Great-Aunt Sally Tyler in 
the first òLittle Coloneló book (and she really was Hattie 
Cochranõs great-aunt) 

w Blanche and Thomas Floyd Smithõs son, Karl Smith, was 
the advertising man behind the Little Colonel game  

Blanche Weissinger 



t 
wCaptain Thomas Floyd Smithõs portrait inspired the 
portrait of òTom,ó the Old Colonelõs son killed in the 
Civil War fighting for the Lost Cause.  

 

 

Blanche Weissinger 



t 

Judge Peter B. Muir & Margaret 
Sophronia Rizer 

Isabella  Muir Weissinger 

(1846-1920)  

William Rizer Muir  

(May 6, 1848-April 7, 1849)  

Charles Nourse Muir  

 (Feb.  8, 1850-Feb.  5, 1881) 

The Muirs  



t 

Judge Peter B. Muir & Margaret 
Sophronia Rizer 
Elizabeth Rizer Muir  

(Sept. 20, 1851-Sept. 15, 1853)  

Thomas Riley 

 (b. ca. 1853)  

Eleanora McRoberts Muir  

 (July 7, 1855 - Sept. 4, 1860)  

The Muirs  



t 

Judge Peter B. Muir & Margaret 
Sophronia Rizer 
Sidney Smith Muir  

 (Oct. 10, 1857-May 13, 1917)  

Shelby Spencer Muir 

 (March 3, 1860-May 10, 1862),  

Lillian Muir Semple  

(March 16, 1862-April 4, 1921) 

The Muirs  



t 

Judge Peter B. Muir & Margaret 
Sophronia Rizer 

Upton W. Muir  

 (Dec. 20, 1863-July 20, 1904);  

Nellie Muir Smith  

(b. ca. 1864)  

Sophronia Muir Penick  

(b. ca. 1869)  

The Muirs  



t 

Sidney Smith Muir & Sarah Lloyd 
Burge 

Anna Burge Muir Humphrey  

(b. ca. 1890- April 5, 1934)  

The Muirs  



t 

Lillian Muir & Alexander Latimer 
Semple 

Muir Semple  

(June 4, 1887 ð Feb. 18, 1952) 

The Muirs  



t 
Judge Peter B. Muir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inspiration for òJudge Moore. In the stories, his late wife was referred to 
as Phronie (short for Sephronia, the real wife of Peter B. Muir) 

 

The Characters 



t 
Anna Burge Muir Humphrey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Inspiration for òAnna Moore,ó first cousin of Rob Moore, granddaughter 

of Judge Moore and real life first cousin of Hallie Louise Burge Jacob. 

The Characters 



t 
Muir Semple 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Inspiration for òRob Moore,ó grandson of Judge Moore, the man 
who married the Little Colonel in the stories, and real life first 

cousin of Anna Burge Muir Humphrey. 

The Characters 



t 

Annie  McCown  & Aleck Craig  
Mary Craig Lawton  

(March 31,1855 ð Jan. 5, 1934) 

Aleck Craig  

 (Nov. 21, 1856 ð Dec. 25, 1923) 

Alice Craig  Peay  

(April 19, 1860-Dec. 13, 1881) 

Fanny Craig  

(Feb. 9, 1859 - March 14, 1933) 

The Craigs 



t 

Annie  McCown  & Aleck Craig  

Burr Harrison McCown  Craig 
(Nov. 15, 1863 ð Nov. 1, 1929) 

Louise Craig Culbertson  

(Oct. 26, 1865 ð Sept. 10, 1938) 

Merton Craig  

(1869-?) 

The Craigs 



t 

Mary Craig & Henry Ware Lawton  

Manley Lawton  

 ( July 29, 1887 - Jan 11, 1960) 

Frances Lawton Gayhart 

(Jan. 28, 1889-March 18, 1945) 

Katherine Lawton  

(1890-Oct. 3, 1921) 

Elise Lawton Bagby 

(June 21,1892-Nov. 11, 1961) 

The Craigs 



t 

Louise Craig & Samuel A. Culbertson 

William  Stuart Culbertson 

(August 28, 1887  -1935) 

Alexander Craig Culbertson  

(April 18, 1890-1973) 

The Craigs 



t 
 

Annie McCown  Craig 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Inspiration for Grandmother McIntrye, mistress of Edgewood 

 

The Characters 



t 
 

Fannie Craig 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Inspiration for schoolteacher, Miss Allison 

 

The Characters 



t 
 

 

Fannie Craig 



t 
 

 

Fannie Craig 



t 
Mary Craig and General Henry Ware Lawton  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inspirations for the Walton family 

The Characters 



t 

Manley Lawton  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 

Inspiration for Ranald Walton, òThe Little Captain,ó in fact as well as 
fiction 

The Characters 



t 

The Lawton Girls  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 

Inspirations for Allison, Kitty and Elise Walton 

The Characters 



t 
 

 

The Lawtons 



t 
Louise Craig & Samuel Culbertson 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inspirations for Uncle Sidney and Aunt Elise 

The Characters 



t 
William & Alexander Culbertson  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Inspirations for the òTwo Little Knights of Kentucky,ó  
Keith and Malcolm McIntrye 

 

The Characters 



t 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Culbertson Boys 



t 

The Little Colonel Game 



t 
w  Produced by Selchow & Righter  

wDeveloped in conjunction with the 1935 FOX studio 
release of òThe Little Colonel,ó starring Shirley 
Temple 

wDrawn by Karl J. Smith, who grew up in Pewee 
Valley and was a first cousin of Hattie Cochran, 
inspiration for the first book in Annie Fellows 
Johnstonõs òLittle Coloneló series 

The Little Colonel Game 



t 

Railroad Station 

 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

Clovercroft  
Fictional Home of Photographer Katherine Marks in the òLittle Coloneló Stories 

 

 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

Home of the Little Colonel  
Fictional Home of Lloyd Sherman, the Little Colonel Character 

 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

Lloydsboro  Seminary 
Fictional Boarding School Attended by the Little Colonel 

 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

Fictional Home of Gay Melville  

 

 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

Home of George Madden Martin  
author of òEmmy Louó (not part of the òLittle Coloneló stories) 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

Stumptown  Baptist Church 
One of Two African-American Churches in the Stories and  

Where the Little Colonel Attended the African-American Wedding 

 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

Oaklea  
Fictional Home of The Moores 

 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

Villa Ridge Inn  
Fictional Inn in the First òLittle Coloneló Story 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

Presbyterian Church 
Fictional Church Attended by the Little Colonel and Where She Married Rob Moore 

 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

Post Office 

 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

Wayside 
Not Part of the òLittle Coloneló Stories 

 

 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

The Gables 
Fictional Cottage Where the Waltons Lived When The Beeches was Being Built 

 

Landmarks on the Game 



t 

The Beeches 
Fictional Home of the Walton Family  

 

Landmarks on the Game 


